
 

 

EAST GREENBUSH FIRE COMPANY 

NOVEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 

November 16, 2010 

 The November 2010 meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by President Jeff Tooker. A 

pledge of the flag, a moment of silence for our departed members, and roll call were all 

completed. Matt Sullivan makes a motion to accept last month’s meeting minutes. Tom Gullo 

seconds the motion and the motion is carried.  

REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Nancy Baker reports there were 55 checks written for the month of October. Thirteen 

(13) checks were written for over $500.00. Chris Linck makes a motion to accept the report. 

Chuck Hellmuth seconds the motion.  Nelson Williams questions the Verizon bill, Is it normally 

what it is? District puts in approximately $279.00 says Jeff. George Forgea inquires about the 

$3,500.00 to the Chiefs account. After some brief discussion the report was accepted.  

MONTHLY VISA BILL REPORT 

President Jeff Tooker reports that the previous balance of $3,034.59 was paid in full and 

received by Chase Bank on October 14th. The new balance is $4,739.60. The majority if not all 

of the purchases made with this card were for the Golf Outing fund raiser. Tim Boel makes a 

motion to accept the report. Kathy Miller seconds the motion and the report is accepted by the 

membership.  

 

 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Paul Benson reports the total income for the month of October was $21,615.91. The 

total expenses for October were $37,339.89. Our total assets are $161,262.06. Tom Kennedy 

makes a motion to accept the report. Todd Cullum seconds the motion and the report is 

accepted by the membership.   

REPORT OF THE OFFICERS 

District Chief Ed Di’Martino reports for almost 2 weeks now we have been having a 

problem with the base station. In short it is temporarily fixed. The base from CHFD has been 

moved to the Main Station. The siren will be worked on and looked at tomorrow. Everything is 

back up and running. The Chief understands that this has been a huge inconvenience for many 

of us, but thanks everyone for their patience.  So far this year we have answered approximately 

307 calls.  On this past Saturday there were about 5 calls in a half hour, 7 calls during that day 

with a serious auto accident on Southern Phillips Road. The Chief handed out certificates to the 

following members for completing the Fire Officer 1 that was taught by SFI Tim Boel: Tom 

Chesser, Bob Lehmann, Mark Becker, Greg Forgea, Chris Dick, Mike Memole, Mike Benson Jr., 

Jeff Tooker, Chris Lavin, and Mike Prestipino. Car 1 Ed Di’Martino also completed the class. The 

Chief also handed out certificates to the following members for completing a FASNY Class:  

Chris Dick, Kevin Hitchcock, Greg Forgea, Mike Benson Jr. Chris Lavin, Mike Prestipino, Bob 

Lehmann, and Chris Lavin. Car 1 Ed Di’Martino also completed the class.  The Firefighter 2 class 

starts December 11th. The Chief reminds the firefighters and especially the officers that we 

should wait the extra minute for any extra stragglers so the trucks can arrive with full crews. 

We have a roster of 100 members, 60 active, and lately we have been showing up to calls with 

10-12 members. This is a busy time of year for everyone but let’s not leave any members 

behind.    

Car 2- Assistant Chief K. Hitchcock reminds the interested members to keep their eyes 

on the back wall in the training room for new construction that is occurring in the town. The 

strip mall within the Greenbush Commons is well under way. The strip mall will consist of Moe’s, 

Aspen Dental and Game Stop. Kevin also advises that the alarms at that location are isolated. If 

there is an alarm for Moe’s it will be for that business, not for the entire plaza which is what 



occurs at the Rensselaer County Plaza. Assistant Chief Hitchcock also urges the crews to get out 

with the trucks and check out the layout of the small plaza.   

Car 3- Assistant Chief M. Prestipino is absent from this meeting along with Chris Lavin 

whom are conducting an extrication class at the Best Luther Fire Dept. The live fire drill at the 

training tower will be at 7pm; however, crews should leave their respective stations at 6:45pm.    

Car 4- Assistant Chief B. Lehmann reports there are 288 fire calls so far. If any members 

have concerns about their points please see Car 4.  Assistant Chief Lehmann thanked all the 

members that participated in the pub ed program, and kudos to Greg and his small crew for 

anchoring the day program.  We are answering a lot of Carbon Monoxide calls this year. Each 

truck should have CO forms that need to be filled out and given to the homeowner/tenant. If 

there are not any CO forms let Car 4 know or your station Chief.  We need to clean up a few 

things regarding gear. Need to wear gear, Chiefs NOT excluded from this. When performing 

extrication wear the extrication gloves. Do not wear extrication gloves for structural firefighting. 

The Explorers did a great job at the car accident on Phillips Road south on Saturday. The 

Explorers are very active, they are well trained, put them to work if their assistance is needed.  

Safety Officers- The new fittings are in service and have been at the Station. Documents 

regarding the new fitting are also posted.  

Firefighters- Past Chief David A. Cook discussed his controlled landing that occurred over 

the weekend. Past Chief Cook was approximately 1800 feet in the air, flying over Fucillo Chevy 

and the plane just quit. An emergency re-start was conducted and the plane quit again. He was 

heading towards Evergreen Country Club, didn’t think he could land it safely there or make, and 

then he saw the open field by Kristy’s barn. Ken Johnson was on his tractor plowing a field 

nearby, and David literally flew his plane a couple hundred feet above Ken on the tractor. If you 

want to see someone’s reaction you had to see Ken Johnson. The point is that within a minute 

when David reached an approachable area, he could hear sirens, SPD, State Police; David 

thanks the good lord that he wasn’t hurt. FAA came the next day, went through the engine, 

first question was how much gas, full gas, nothing to explain on the aircraft as to why it quit. 

The next day he had to meet with the FAA and had to have all of his log books. Everything was 

up to date and there were absolutely no issues. He was awarded with a star by the FAA for his 

good, controlled landing.  Past Chief Cook thanked David Becker for his assistance the next day 



with the engine and moving the plane along with RP Smith. David thanked everyone for their 

concerns. Based on this controlled landing it is recommended an aircraft safety/rescue class be 

mandated because we all know that planes do indeed fly over East Greenbush.   

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES 

 Buildings- Building Use Report- President Jeff Tooker reports the total revenue for the 

month of October is $2,240.00. The total expenses for the month totaled $925.00. The total 

profit for the month of October is $1,315.00. There was a no charge rental at the Pavilion which 

was for the Ed Witko fundraiser. The year to date income for the Banquet Hall & Pavilion totals 

$41,933.56. The year to date income for the Banquet Hall Bar totals $6,224.25. Mike Memole 

makes a motion to accept the report, Bob Reineke seconds the motion, and the motion is 

carried.  

Constitution and By Laws- The first proposed change is Article 1, Section 1- proposed 

change from East Greenbush to Rensselaer, NY 12144 for our address. Tim Boel makes motion 

to accept, Kathy Miller seconds the motion and the motion is carried. The second proposed 

change regards Article 2 Membership, Section 2 Active Members- New Paragraph, paragraph 9 

proposed: “In order to receive any benefit from the budgeted fraternal expense line item, all 

active members shall be required to have participated in 1/3 of the recognized fund raising 

activities from the previous year. This section shall not apply to members with less than one 

year of service.”   This was proposed by Past Chiefs David A Cook (sponsor) and Mike Benson 

Sr. (second).  Mike Memole wants to know who is going to keep track of this? Responsibility of 

membership secretary says David A Cook. Nancy Fitzgerald advises about how we do not keep 

track of this even with the Social Members for this. She was re-directed that this is for Active 

Membership; there is already something in the by-laws for Social Members.  Will this take effect 

for next year? Jeff reviews By Law as an aide and says this takes effect immediately. Pete 

Lehmann questions fraternal events such as the Valley Cats game, X-Mas party, Aquaducks, 

and Mets Yankees if we go to them. Bob asks if those events are budgeted for next year. No 

they are not states the President. Tim Boel asks what does this change say again. Jeff reads it 

again. Tim Boel reports that this meets all 9 of those events. Chris Linck asks about our 

banquet hall, those are all fund raisers. Frank Jenkins states those people working banquet 

events etc., are compensated and they are not receiving points for that. Tom Chesser reports 

that the body can change the proposal. Mike Sr. and David A state that the point of this 



proposed change is to try to stimulate growth at our fund raisers, there are people that come 

here and walk the line. The point is that we are trying to make something on the books. More 

stimulation is necessary for us to continue what we do and to function. If the money is not 

raised, no events will be available. Mike Benson Sr. also tells Nancy Fitzgerald in terms of the 

social members that are not doing what they are supposed to be doing, and then we vote and 

remove them. 26 of them are social, 4 of them have paid. If this has to be postponed until 

2012, then so be it. This will take effect in 2012, points sheets have to be awarded for fund 

raising events. This needs a majority vote to change it. 66 people in this room. This is to make 

the change to the by-law, Vice President Mark Benson counts the hands and there are well 

more than 34. 34 is majority. 11 in opposition. Effective in 2012 and points sheets must be 

done. Mike Forgea doesn’t think its fair that he goes to the firehouse for calls at 2:00am and 

3:00am and freezes. The parade itself is a District event; festivities thereafter are company Bob 

Lehmann says. Greg Forgea has 2 points, 1 who is going to enforce the points sheet? We join 

the firehouse to go to fires. It’s something as a whole between fire company and fire district. 

Elwin feels that he’s been coming here for 40 years, busts his ass during the day time, works 

golf outing, penalize me and tells me I can’t come to X-mas party. Mike Benson Sr. states that 

times are tough. He will pull this motion. If we don’t do fundraisers then some things have to 

come out of the budget. Doesn’t want to piss anyone off, and it’s the same 10-15 guys that do 

certain events. It’s about the free rides that some members are benefiting from. That’s the 

problem. This has nothing to do with the Installation Dinner. Mike Benson Sr. pulls his name out 

from this proposal.  David Cook pulls out his name as well. This obviously is too much of an 

issue and more than what it should be. There is no more motion on the floor.  

Nominations Committee- Recording Secretary M. Benson Jr. read the list of Executive 

Officer and Line Officer candidates seeking office for the calendar year 2011. The candidates for 

office are as follows: President- Jeff Tooker, Vice President- open at this time, Recording 

Secretary-Mike Benson Jr., Treasurer- Paul Benson, Financial Secretary- Nancy Baker, 

Membership Secretary- Kathy Miller, Mike Memole, Sergeant At Arms- Mike Memole, Board of 

Directors- Tom Chesser, Rick Williams, Dave Chesnut. Line Officers: Captain- Mike Benson Jr., 

Jeff Tooker, Greg Forgea, Chris Cargain, Chris Dick, Tom Chesser. Lieutenants- Paul Stoddard, 

Anthony Prioux, Matthew Sullivan, Bruce Cushine, Ed Wallace, Mark Becker. Foreman- Mike 

Memole, Joe Winnicki, Anthony Prioux, Matt Sullivan, Paul Stoddard. Fire Police Captain- Joe 

Lacivita. Lieutenant- Nelson Williams, Tom Whittemore, Bob Falls Sr.  ** Anyone that is 



interested in seeking office and has not been listed has until 9:00pm on December 14th to place 

their name in the ballot box at the Park Station. The letter must include the candidate’s full 

name, position they are seeking, and a second signature from another member.  

Convention Committee- George Forgea reports the check has been sent and received at 

Lake George. All members that are interested in going to Lake George an $80.00 check needs 

to be in the hands of George or Greg Forgea at the January meeting. There are 40 rooms that 

are blocked off. The sign-up sheets will be posted at the stations after this meeting. Need an 

$80.00 check at the January meeting.  

Annual Dinner- The Annual Dinner is Friday, December 10th. Cocktails begin at 6pm with 

dinner being served at 7pm. Chris Cargain and Mike Forgea are the co-chairs of the event. Chris 

Dick is now assigned to mid-nights so he needs the help. 

Elks Pancake Breakfast- Chris Linck discusses the fund raising events and there will be 

more information to follow in the coming weeks and months ahead.  

Installation Dinner- Vice President Mark Benson reports that he has received quotes 

from the Old Daily Inn, Mallozzi’s, and Paolo Lombardi. The location for the event will once 

again be in our Banquet Hall. The cost will be between $15-$20. Non members will pay $30.00. 

There will be a new DJ this year. Mark reports that he is working with some fine, veteran 

consultants and there will be more to follow at the December meeting.  

Membership Secretary- There are 107 members listed and Nancy only received 50 

information sheets from members. Of the 26 social members only 4 have paid their dues. 

Stephanie Hay and Roseallee Petricione still listed as active members. Stephanie Hay had 

moved to social membership. David A Cook submits the $5.00 needed for her. He also states 

that she is going to nursing school.  

There are no proposals for membership.  

ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 Katie Schmidt submitted an application for active membership and resides at 24 Paul 

Street. Bob Lehmann speaks on her behalf. Pete Lehmann seconds the motion that she be a 



member of the fire company. All members are in favor. Katie is the newest member of the fire 

company.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Pinnacle Roofing was at the North Station and they had their engineer there. Pin holes 

that were discovered have now been covered and sealed. They recommended within the next 

2-3 years to seriously start putting money away for a new roof. The estimated cost is between 

$23,000.00-$25,000.00. The repair job could last most likely for about 2 years. Tim makes a 

motion we spend some monies not to exceed $300.00 for ceiling tiles to enclose the insulation. 

Greg Forgea seconds the motion. The motion is carried.  

Soda Machines- Past Chief Tim Boel reports that we are going to get 3 machines, 1 per 

station. 20 ounce bottles of soda, 9 slots in the machine. We get the product from Pepsi. 6 units 

a month, all of the product will be sent here, the 3 principal people Memole, Uncle Paul, and 

Kevin will have a key for the product. The recommended price per soda should be $1.00. Tim 

Boel makes the motion, Mike Memole seconds the motion. This is adopted. Tim Boel states that 

he can eBay the soda machine at North Station.  

Ricky Williams advises the President to possibly set aside funds for the downstairs floor 

in the members lounge for next year possibly. Keep that in our minds. Greg Forgea inquires if 

we can do the floor ourselves. Ricky has some contacts; he will call them and will report back 

next month.  

George Forgea switches hats as Commissioner, makes note that we need to change the 

light bulbs on the trucks if we can. KME is charging about $78.00 an hour to perform such a 

repair.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Jeff Tooker proposes that we paint the foyer and inside the coat room, $333.20 from 

MJK Painting. $795 from Don Hay. Tim Boel makes motion we go with the President’s 

recommendation. Jeff’s recommendation is with MJK Painting. Paul Benson asks when this is 

going to be done, if we can do it next year. The answer is no, work to proceed for this year.  

 



GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Chiefs Election Letters: One letter was submitted amongst the current Chiefs. The letter 

was submitted by Chief Di’Martino. Each Chief candidate signed the letter for their respective 

positions. There were no other letters submitted for Chief or Assistant Chief. The candidates for 

Chief Officers for 2011 are: Ed Di’Martino (District Chief), Kevin Hitchcock (1st Assistant Chief), 

Mike Prestipino (2nd Assistant Chief), and Bob Lehmann (3rd Assistant Chief). Chiefs elections 

are December 9th at 7pm at HQ.   

David A Cook discusses Nancy Williams, asks if we sent her a fruit basket. Recording 

Secretary M. Benson Jr. advises the membership that a card and a fruit basket were sent to 

her.  

Chris Linck reports that there have been a lot of rumors about a new radio base. We are 

not going away from Rensselaer County. We are going to maintain our ability once the system 

is up and running. We are going to put in a system, so if the County wants to activate a call, 

the pagers will still go off. We are not being dispatched off of 46.16.  

Ed Witko shirts are downstairs: we have broken even. The PD, ERT team is selling ELW 

coins reports Car 4.  

Nancy Fitzgerald would like to thank the members for keeping her in the loop.  

Tim Boel makes a motion to sponsor a ¼ page ad for the Hudson Valley Ad book, not to 

exceed $80.00. Chuck Hellmuth seconds the motion. The motion is carried.  

Signer fund- Mike Benson Jr. makes a motion for $50.00 be sent to the Signer family, Ed 

Di Martino, seconds the motion. The motion is carried.  

50/50- winner of $91.50 is David P. Cook.  

Pete Lehmann makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. Elwin Michael seconds the 

motion. The meeting is adjourned at 8:44pm.  

       Respectfully Submitted,  

       Michael J. Benson Jr. 

       Recording Secretary/Captain 


